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REF: STATE 19959 

1. EMBOFF CHECKED WITH MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) REPS CUNEO 
(DIRECTOR, SUBSAHARA ECONOMIC AFFAIRS) AND CORTESE (EC EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS) TO DETERMINE WHETHER GOI HAD RECEIVED INVITATION TO 
ATTEND FEBRUARY 3-8 CONFERENCE ON COMMODITIES AT DAKAR. 

2. CUNEO EMPHATIC IN STATING ITALY HAD NOT RPT NOT, AT LEAST TO DATE, 
BEEN INVITED ATTEND DAKAR CONFERENCE IN ANY CAPACITY. CORTESE SAID 
HE UNAWARE OF ANY INFO ON DAKAR CONFERENCE THROUGH EC CHANNELS AND 
REMARKED THAT, GIVEN EC COMPETENCE IN COMMERCIAL POLICY, EC RATHER 
THAN INDIVIDAUL EC MEMBERS SHOULD RECEIVE INVITATION IF ONE IS TO 

BE EXTENDED. 

3. MOST KNOWLEDGABLE SOURCE AT MFA ON THIS SUBJECT IS 
CURRENTLY IN BRUSSELS FOR EC-ACP NEGOTIATIONS AND WILL NOT RETURN 
UNTIL SOMETIME NEXT WEEK. MFA REPS PROMISED INFORM EMBOFF IF 
ADDITIONAL INFO ON DAKAR CONFERENCE BECOMES AVAILABLE TO 

MFA. VOLPE 
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